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Response 

Responsive to the Official Action mailed October 6, 2005. 
Thi^ Ri^iertion TJndi^r 3S USC lOKb^ 

Reconsideration is respectfully requested of the rejection of the claims under 35 
USC 102(b) as being anticipated by Romanowski. 

Romanowski discloses a flame retardant material for use in protective garments. 
The flame retardant material forms the outer layer and has incorporated therein the flame 
retarding agents. The flame retarding agents are not inorganic salts that are water 
absorbing such as sodium sulfate, calcium acetate, magnesium chloride, etc., and the 
hydrates thereof as presently claimed. 

The Romanowski compoimds referred to by the Examiner are organic halides and 
metal oxides which are not water absorbing. 

The only reference to antistatic fabric is with regard to Fig. 1 A and coating layer 
60 that is radiation cured. This specifically stated, 'The resulting antistatic fabric is non- 
humidity dependent.*' 

In contrast, applicant's invention is humidity dependent, a water absorbing salt or 
hydrate that is also anti-static. The reference cannot anticipate the present invention since 



it does not on all four comers cover the invention. In fact, the reference teaches away 
from the invention by specifically stating that the antistatic fabric is non-humidity 
dependent. 



Reconsideration is respectfully requested of the rejection of the claims as being 
obvious in view of Romanowski. 

Romanowski provides no motivation to use as antistatic agents water absorbing 
inorganic salts and hydrates. The objects of the present invention are different from the 
reference. The objects of the reference relate to providing a fire retardant protective 
garment. The problem solved by the applicant relates to reducing the humidity in a 
protective garment and to provide an antistatic effect. The present invention further 
provides an electronic bridge when activated by the humidity generated by the wearer. 
The reference fails to make obvious the improvements achieved by the present invention 
and to the problems solved. 

Consequently, the reference sited by the Examiner fails to make obvious the 
problems solved by the applicant or to suggest a means for solving the problems. 

Reconsideration and favorable action is earnestly requested. 



The Rejection Under 35 USC 103 
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